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human victims, an inhuman annuity, for the sacri-
fices to the bull-deity, the burden proved too heavy
and the shoulders fell away. The spine broke down
and what remained of the living mass was consumed
by the fires set ablaze by the invaders.
Who were these invaders? From where did they
corne? When did they come?
It is difficult to answer any of these or similar ques-
tions. Who were these invaders? Much specula-
tion has been occasioned in answer to this query.
Perhaps the original Greeks, perhaps the Achaians,
perhaps the later advents like the Dorians, even per-
haps the Hittites or other warlike inhabitants of Ana-
tolia. We are not quite sure which of the Indo-Euro-
pean Aryans were the cause of the destruction of the
Cretan palaces and of the Minoan culture, not even
about the time when they entered Greece. It has
been suggested that even if they came they settled
down very early almost with the Minoan settlers
from whom they learnt and whom they destroyed.
It has been doubted if the Achaians were pure Aryans
and not a mixed race representing both Mycenaeans
and Aryans or even Hittites. Pelops, the founder
of the house of Agamemnon itself, it has been speculated,
might have been a Hittite. It is possible that the
Homeric Greeks who applauded their forefathers as
Achaians might have made the Mycenaeans them-
selves that honoured breed and rejoiced at being
their offspring. Whoever it was, the race that bore
the Cretans down was singularly fitted for the task of
destruction and left no bricks sticking together.
If they did not rise from the land they destroyed>
they perhaps came from north of Thessaly, from Thessa-
ly itself, which, however, was not their original habitat.
Perhaps they came from the mid-reaches of the Danube,
or from beyond them, from southern Russia or from
the coasts of the Black Sea. Any of these could be